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TI-IE possfglhty of Horseﬁeath los&ng its

.scho_ol_ is. typical of the current trend for

(_ie ttahsatlon in all walks of life. _,Small

ca v assumed to be less effectlve and
less desirable.than larger groupings. -

- Local government re-orgamsatmn was
a mpiajor: .experiment ‘in centralisation,
which not everyone would consider to
have been a successful one. The increase
in the administrative workload means
that a small error can have more far-
reaching effects and be much more costly
than before. .-

Smiall“individual problems must take

“their turn for consideration with .major

issues. Obvmusly there are also advan-
tages in having a more central -form of
lIocal government and the smaller .units
which preceded it also had their faults.’
.In education there is quite. substantlal

'consxderatmn on the side of the smaller

s¢hool, ‘although its facilities may appear
mfenor and its size restrictive. In a vil-

_ Iage such as Horseheath the schiool is part
“of the community,: “where ‘each child has

an individual 1mportance and with smal-
Ier classes time is less of a problem

Although some reasons can be Justlfled
for choosing a larger school the basis
should not be a financial oné which cannot
be conclusively justified.
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ing it to the Cambridge-
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A 64-YEAR-OLD Horseheath man is collecting nat
ond petition he has raised during his lifetime to fight
village school. RS

Fred Barker of 7
Audley Way, Horse-
heath, who has been a
member of the school
managers for 12 years
and the parish counncil
for more than twenty
years, hopes to get at
least 100 signatures on
the petition before send-

shire Education commit-
tee.

Twenty-five years ago,
Fred went around the wvii-
lage with his petition when
the school was threatened
with closure, but it was kept
open and now has 31 pupils.

The parish council wrote
to the County Education
department expressing
opposition to the closure of
the school, after hearing
that it was among 14 small
schools in the area which
the authoerity were consid-
ering closing for economic
reasons.

“My argument is if they
are not geing to save any
money, and it would have to
be a vast sum to be jus-
tified, what is the point of
closing the school, What are
Horseheath childreri”going
to gain by being taken sev-
eral miles by bus to another
village? We have a swim-
ming pool, television and all
the necessary facilities. I
cannot see how other
schools in the area can
improve on these
facilities,” said Fred. ~

“I do not believe that big
is necessarily better. AJj
four of my sons attended
Horseheath school and they
have all gone on to take up
skilled professions.

“If they do close the
school, the village would be
without any kind of meeting
place. All the different
organisations use the
school. The village could
not possibly afford to buy
the school at the sorr of
price it would be sold at,”
Fred said.

With some 30 signatures
so far on the petition, Fred
will be carrying on this
week until he reaches his
target of 100 names.

Fred Barker gathering names on hi
round of his personal battle to keep th
ary School cpen. R e




A CALL hags been made far

wore develop.

ment at Horsebesth to strengthen arga-
ments for keeping open the So-pupi] vii-

lage school mow thr
by Cambridgeshire
i ‘The planning commi

report from the plan

eatened with clesurs

County Council,

; {tee of South Cambridge
District Council meeting today will be told ina

ning officer that with a

present population of 400 going up to 456 by
1981 the Parish Council at Horseheath kad

askéd for a change in
development on a scal

continued viability of

T His T eport_adds: “While
Ijnliti:ntagg Haverhill must
obviously continue to pro-
vide moat of the services for
area, it maight prove
Jesirable to develop Horae-
heath and Baishaws as sec-
ondary centres for facilities
of & more local pature.
“Such a policy could eatail
gome limited residential
development at Horseheath
and would argue stro‘ngly
for rentention of the cchool.

decisior on closure
%:nangn advanes of tho
Strucutve Plan would be
mature.” ) )
The report aiso poinis out
that Horseheath school oo
vides the only hallin e vil-
iage available for public

hire,

. efore suggested :
It is ther b Covural preas wast g e

policy to allow housing
¢ that would ensure the
the school.

While opportanitiss
for developrnent exist ay
Horseheath any policy

change of this npature

could only be considerad
it the context of the
fortheoming Structare
Plam,

The planaing officeyr,
E. J. Wilson, says thers are
wideyr social implicatisngs to
be comsidered such &3 the
area to the west of Linion,
extending from Castle
Camps in the south to Cari-
ton in the north having long
beenn recopnised as ohe of
thie leys-advantaged parts of
the distric: in rerms of
access to local facilizies
such as shoos, cobmmuvity

Betvices, racrearionai
opporiunities gud traasvort
and jobs.

Mr Wilsen aavs thers a
A3t ends A 1
aml, riors cheal

hawiug les g
the yoil. Lo
waild Ly L raduece lin
Ievel of forilitieg tn (e sree
and i WAas hopad the S,
Structure Pl woald
exanyining alfves: g o
fons nof A
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deveioging
jrdieien
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_' pmposals ‘to: cut  back the
'~;_-to oppose any: movc that ‘would -

i .of Horseheath School, Mr Tom
Harrison, ‘said they. ‘would be

: possible ‘from. school governors,
: 'councillars,,and_ anyone else
{ uld help. -

E bcusct educanan here than at a
larger school and that’s why we
wanttosavex CATE

though.thexe &no def'mne

school, parmts BTE ‘determined

trying £o get as much support as

‘_..,.“......._4-_\ A et o Uiﬂ

2:_ ‘the residents” ol Horsehzath:
Lillage 1o ku.p apen el 1.
Tagesehdol whe

; orbam“'t.d by the: Friends: of ‘
at

. schuol

f Turther. -expendilure; culs in.

. i lhe wmmutu. ol the frierids”

| are most, gratefulfor:
| enerous supp
B gwua by so mdny pcoplc

en. thel
Chiistmas - party, “un ;

.SLhUOi ‘puised

i uqulpmum {0 bene-
fit: th]dl’u‘l .mundmg the

Pollowing “the . recent
whnouncement by Cambrid-
geshire’ Counly Coimeil of

- the -educational - servicdes it
swould- not bc possible 10
ain-he school’s high

hewvery
d Cfelp |-
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‘Save-school’

Parents at Horseheath, near
Haverhill, who are worried that

the village school may be closed-

because it is so small have met
councillors to put their case for
keeping it going.

The councillors — members of a
working party looking intorthe future
of small schools in the county, were
visiting Horseheath to see the primary

school. . ww‘

The parents presented each council-

Jlor with a 16-page document saying

why the school shouid continue.

Although no decision has been made
yet, parents fear that because it has
only about 3¢ pupils it could become a
tx}lrget for the cost-cuttihg county coun-
cil.

They have formed a committee of
parents, school governors and support-
ers to fight any threat to it.

paren

Mr Peier Wilton, treasurer of the
Friends. of Horseheath School, told the
councillors that closure would inevi-
tably result in increased public expendi-
ture. -

He aiso claimed that the number of
children attending the school over the
next threz or four years would rise by

. over 60 per cent.

Afterwards he said: *1 think they
were impressed by our submission. It’s
likely to take approximately two
months before any report is made.” *

The chaitman of the working party,
Coun Jane Brookes, said the parents
teport ‘would be studied very carefully,
and they would be consulted before any

. final decision.

She said small schools cost more to
run than large schools. *‘You've got to

come up with a balance and it’s very
difficult.””

@® Seealso Letters — Page 20.

ts lobby groig
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ferred to
Castle Camps.

The closure move s stil] at
& proposal stage and villagers
are preparing to fight all the
Wway to save the school, which
has existed at Horseheath for
about FOQ years.

The first round will come
next month when under the
council’s consultancy proce-

dure there will be a public

The Education au

HORSEHEATH has this week
' begun to Prepare battle plans to save
the village school which Cambridge-
shire County Council are being urged|
to axe at the end of the 1983 summer

thority say the pre-
sent 26 pupils is not a viable number and
the Horseheath children should be trans-
the larger village school at

meeting at Horseheath to
outline the pians.

Tom Harrison, a local solj-
citor, who is chairman of-the
Friends of Horseheath
School, said this week: “We
are extremely disappointed
the county is going ahead with
the closure procedure. There
is no doubt it will be opposed.
There is a long way to Bo
before any irrevocable deci.
sion can be made to close the
school.™

Cambridgeshire’s  special

-sub-committee reviewing the

future of small schools met on
Thursday and recommended

[ consuitations on the possible
closure of schools at Horse-
heath, Kennett, near
Newmarket, Stunney and
Prickwillow. .

reported that preliminary
* fact-finding visits had been
made to Horseheath, Linton,
. Balsham and Castle Camps
schools and it was proposed
Horseheath children should
transfer to Camps, four miles
away.
26 pupils

*“This is the best option in
the light of available accom-
modation,” said a council sta-
tement, adding that consulta-
tions would take place with

arents, staff, governors and
ocal councillors.

Tony Millns, county coun-
cil press officer, said Horse-
heath had 26 pupils at pre-
sent. The figure may rise by
two or three in due coufse. N

The working party|

The school had space forév
children so it was less than
half full. At Camps there were
60 children in a school that
could accommodate 90.

Mr Millns said parents may
be able to choose Balsham as
an  alternative, but it was
‘likely free transport would
only be to Camps.

Wider range

The recommendation is
going to the education com-
mittee on January !8 and
before the school could close
it would have to be approved

. by the county council in |
| February and by the Secre- |
i tary of State for Education, _
Mr Millns said the main
: reasons for the closure move
- were Horseheath’s small
¢ numbers and the fact thata
wider range of facilities could.
be provided at larger schools,

Mr Harrison said one of

their argumentswould be that
numbers al Horseheath
-would increase, The size of
Ahe school was right for 40-50
schildren and their claim was
Tthat over the next few years
school figures’ woeuld be
“approaching that number.




] Halvcrllill Weekly News, Thursday, November 25, 1882




P S—




ke

Gt

83-
YOU are qult _right 10
describe the’ process 10
school closures as “p:
ful”” in your Iea_mg_.
article on January 1 :
it is understandabl
rpe parents of Horseheat:
rehers): should'ﬂgh

)
schools.

But in order to understand |
why the authority should wish - |
to embark on suck an unpopu-
lar and apparenﬂy as -
exercise your read

1 4s lalEducatnon“‘
-I-l. pgflb C,ommlttec‘._g

primary
falling for a numbe;
It will fall again nexy ‘year: The -
authority receives £ran :
cenral’ government, £o
pupil and the gran
the ‘number of piipi
So we have to reduce OUT-CO:
by employing fcwer ca
and other-staff; ‘but:

small schools’it 3
employ at least two
order o’ énsure
5-11 age range s
together in one clas
three- or four—teach
the classes “are hkel
small and i

in the b:gger pnmary chi ols
— in the. c1ty and the
lages ~— become un:

committee’s respons:b
for all primary.child

working ‘party of W
chalrman_ has: ‘the

housing' devclopm
iage, and these

the

county's”










primary “school
which I8 des;gn ]

J ']anmg 4 epbnty G

T smn, partncularly dftcrw

e had taken great -paing to:
$0

very: d:sappomt%d at

j;{lhc county council

i

‘open fo. us, Thematter will

hive to-be-decided by him-

o - final.-authority. We - § [
:have no idea how long the: J

appea[ and dcc on.wull B

be ﬁibmcd with: Lmton Vl”—
age Collcgc py [

_ ~ whether it will wo
1€ g5t up. to- £6,000
d: the-system, drcducmg the sav:




CAMBRIDGESHIRE
County Council voted on
February 22 1o close four
primaty schools, includ-
ing ‘the village school at
Hotseheath, .

During the course of -

the- debate on that -0cca-
. ‘sion, " “'Coun ’ Horrell
Chalrman of the Educa-
tion Comnuttee said that

his committee’s decisions }ﬁ’

about' school - closures
should be judged on the
“alternative proposals

rather,than on any other '

issues.

-y T 'We therefore feel directed to ;

conunent on the proposa! for
Horscheath children :

It 5 claimed in the agcnda
'for this council mcetmg ‘that -
) “the. transfer o

. equipped classrooms - for , ae-
commodation comprising ‘two

‘in its role as hall or i~
- umy; moreaver they would

¢ this accommodation with
i , the 60 ofF S0 c!u'ldren already at’

-..-.,;r'*"

et

¥
i
L T

we!l-. .

ooms and a hall (néces- "
sarily used as a classroom and. i€
therefore totally unsatxsfactory .

Alternatwes

‘!O 3 1983
Castle” Camps School. Does
ttus reelly représent an im-
provement in condmons? .

. The Council agcnda £0n-

R

Gnues: #There ara stmn;g edu -

cational arguiments in; favour |

“of the Horseheath children at:

tending a largcr school, such

' as greater] Petr group sumulus,

l
i
o |
|

|,

- ever the effective teacher con.”

increased: opponumues, nore
:m:hmg resources. and a. re-
duced” requircpient . to. - Teath
over an extended age tange,’
Thete -will 'éh"r'ﬁam.ly.‘ﬁe'm'bre'
‘children; since the

tion would produce abotit- 90
duldrcu Cand! Horsehcath
numbcrs 29 at présent.” How—

' tact wotld probably decrease

o P

se there wou]d_( stll

‘Theré will be a shshﬁy reduced :
.Tequirement to feach oaver an’

* points “alorig its journey ;be 4 “und: the. numbers'--of children
fiilled 1o capacity. aid- beyond ie 1-weren't - th
- with children ds young as five - li wel:c golng ‘1o Tise s
years old. Is fhis o worthy as- Py 7 said Mrs' FIanagan. i
pectoftheovemllpmpcsal‘z g ai o “He said § I
i conclusion we would sug- ;r_ :

rscheath  |school |

- & two-year span and will con-

requn*cm of a bus
.table. The buis wou!d bc total!y
.unsupcmsed and “would’

THE proposed c]osqre of

éxtended ase ranse but classes ' Horseheath

will 'still have 1o Cover at least

tain aboua 30 ciuldren mh

: ucational ’ provx~
s:on benet“ tin -any way either
the ‘Horsaheath or the Castlc

I : .
Camps children?. THe actiot commlttcc fu;ht-

} mg ‘to keep, .open: the 29-pupil
“school had sent in deiails of its |
| ‘case; Now, he;hias réferred to- |

'the school’s case at'the annial |,

conference - of “the Nanonal-. :
3 Assocxatlon Jor the Support of :
1 Small Schoo’l IR

5 Mrs- Si anag n,. of
| Horseheith Manor, an ‘action .}
- | Commities member,. went - to
+ | 'the conference in London. and {
was thrilled 1o have the vnliagc‘
school hlghhghted :

Value

. “Lord lemarnock ‘said:it. is
.an example of a. school ‘which
e ought 10 rémain dpen, because’
t | -of its value to the community, | |

_* The other aspéct of th pro-
pasal for Horseheath is theé bus
tchildren should :ra.vel the 45

gﬁt that if the recommendod
closure “of Horsehmﬂl School:
were to.be judged in the light
of the altemauvc proposal - a5
Coun Horrell | urges, no think-
ing councillor: wculd bavc
voted forclosure o
SUSAN FI.ANAGAN
. JAMES FLANAGAN R
The Old Rectory, v L.
Horscheath,

St

o -Harrison, ichair- |
7 man of ‘1he Friends-
ol n

3

B, Ve slres
mff’ng tola] ot‘ 3. 2"‘whu:

likely 16 increase,
_have voiuntary help
“3. Had anyone from Horse

“making very little dlrf : S
: the:r fimetable. . cn e
: 1st sympathls: vith: - PR
the w:slm of Horseheath par-
enits fo’ keeptlmrschoolopeu
!donotfedthattheymhelp—‘ B
’ msthareascbymmepreseut--. s







vxl]agers on Mof?
-:he"was boutid: b

range that as 001l 45
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Joseph

)POARENTS from Horse-
heath, near Haverhill,
who are fighting plans to
close the village’s primary
school, have put their
case directly to the Edu-
cation Secretary, Sir

Keith Joseph.

. A five-strong delegation led
by Cambridgeshire’s MP, Mr
Francis” Pym- spent half an
houir with Sir Keith giving their
reasons why they feel the
schoo! should stay open.

Cambridgeshire County
Councit wanis' 10 close the
school, which has less than 30
pupils, by the end of the year
because of falfing rolis.

Parénis and: villagers have
fought the ‘proposals surongly
and hope 1o persuade Sir Keith
o use his power to over-rule
the council.

' Points

Ironically, Mr Pym was only
lablc tg%;;g_nd because he is no
~ longer Foreign 'Secretary. A

Parliamentdry convention pre-
vents' Ministers - ‘taking such
cases 1o Cabinet colleagues.

Mr Pym said: *“We had over
half an hour with the Secretary
of " who' listened very
all: the: poinis pur
tion. He said he

onclusion, but he
when this may

A pa Mr Tom Harri-
son, ‘said; ''Sir ‘Keith Joseph
was very coilrieous and polie
@ There Wis one disappoini-
ment for the parents. They had
made a video film abour the
school and its position within
the community, but it is
doubtful if Sir Keith acrually
saw it. Mr Harrison said he-
was disappointed but was sure
it had been seen by one of the
Minister's advisers.

!

EDUCATION ° Secretary
Sir Keith Joseph has
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HORSEHEATH
villagers have failed
te win a reprieve for
- .. their :century-old
- +...school which will now
. definitely close 'its
‘doors at the end of

next summer. _
. .. .The verdict, announced
: ¢ _on. Friday, has sickened
¢ ™ villagers who fought hard
... to save the axe from falling
: 7 - onthe25-pupil school. B
. "They had hoped their
i .. final plea to the Secretary
P of / State’ for -Education,
: *“backed by.a special film, .
_would do’'the trick, but in
“iless than, a year’s time
** Horseheath school will just
. beamemory. .
- Resistance
: But it'is on the cards that
¢ - the" village will still be
: ¢ showing some resistance to.
Cambridgeshire County
¢ 4 Council’s. plans to desig-
nate Castle Camps as the.
alternative school for
... Horseheathyoungsters.
... -Horseheath - school gov-
ernor Peter Wilton said al
ready many parents had . S _
gﬁlitlldr%lgtg»rg ;rgfglé?_egg S Hub)‘r_Docke;rIIlwith some pupils at Horseheath school whichiis havi
.. Linton or’the Meadows wish not to do so, Francis public resources when Friends of Horseheath ~the Horseheath'school fil
... 5chool at Balsham. . Pym, the South Cam- there is a perfectly ad- School, the parish council sent to the Secretary’
" f*There is no puhblic bridgeshire MP, has of- equate school -already at and many other local AT
¢ _...transport to Castle Camps fered to take if.up for us Horseheath with excellent vidua '
i/ . which means parents with the education facilities and a very hi aigned to:save ‘the’ _ _ :
- " without transport would be authority.”- . - educational standard,” he Small school, “but- Cam-- 1siich a well run scho
- __.in_difficulty. when they 'Mr Wilon said the gov- added. ' bridgeshire listed it as one Eweryone there has ‘be
. want to visit the school for ernors couldn’t understand _ But in spite of the bitter that had to close because of ‘happy and it has a go
“some reason or another,” the logic of the closure disappeintment, the battle itssize. . . = reputation for education,’’
said Mr Wilton. bearing in mind the council was over, The only small = Nobody is more upset - Acting head’
| He said they would be intended spending £250,000 consolation was that than 72-year-old Ruby Baxley said thé two mer
“making a survey tofindout on extending facilities at whereas the county council Dockerill, who was cleaner bexs of staff —ia teach
_how many wanted to use CastleCamps. . had suggested a December and dinner help at the and himsslf — had be
! thedesignatedschool. “Such a proposal seems closure, the minister had school for 35 years. She was Erorm‘sed other posts wh
;¥ “Tf there is a genuine an appailing misuse of putitbackuntilnextJuly. among these featured in Horseheath closed.

: I
.
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PARENTS at - Horse-
heath who' have - just
lost & two-year cam-

lage primary. school
open, have reacted bit-
terly to their defeat,

backed: the “Cambridgeshire
shut the 26-pipit school, but

'postponedmeclosureﬁom

next Decermiber to next July.
Children “are "likely to. be
transferred to Castle Camps
School.

in their first pubiic reac-
tion, the parents” spokes-

“The decision is a2 brtter dis-
appointment for param arnid
fesidents of the village, and
. neighbouring ~ comminities

to try to save the school,
' ‘This decision isab!ackday
for the village."”

Mr Wilton described the

closure - as “Hlogical” and

paign to keep the vil- -

- Last week the. Education
Secretary, Sir Keith Joseph, -

Courity Council ‘decision - to .

man, Mr Peter Wilton, said:’

who have all wotked =o bard -

24 Haverhill Weskly News, Thursday, October 27, 1953

c!almed a  public . meeting
was told last Decamber that
tha council would be pre-
pared . to -gpend up to
£250, 000 to develop and ax-
pa‘n{! Castle Carps School,
Transport cost

A c¢ouncil spokesman
denied that such a sum
would be spent.

He said Castie Camps
School could accommodate
up to 90 pupils. At present it
hed about 65 and the 26

Horseheath  children could
go there, slthough he added
that some may eventually go
1o schools it Linton or Bal-
shami:

The onfy extra costs of the
transfer would be for trans-
port and staffing. Even then
the council would be savirig
about- £15000 a year by
closing Horsahaath he said.

i more than % pupils were

&t Castle Camps then a
mobile classroom would be
used,

“It won't cost anythmg
lﬂceﬂSDOOO"he said.

U DORICIAC 8
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HORSEHEATH Pri-
mary School breaks up
for the  Iast time
tomerrow, marking the
end of an era for the
village.

The Church of Eugland
schoo!, with-only 25 pupils on
the roll, is closing — and the
children are being sent to other
sthools. o

The present buiding was put
up in 1872, but records show
that the village had a scheol as
far back as 1608,

The Church of Engiand
Diecesan Finance Board . is

selling the schoo to the village -

for the kmock-down price of
£25,000, and the building will
end up as a viliage hall.

Last year parenis waged a

hard-fought campaign to keep-

the tiny scheol open, but were
turned dowm by the Secretary
of State for Education, 'Sir
Keith Joscph. !

Review

The decision to close the
school was taken following a
review of small schools
throughout Cambridgeshire.

- Mpost of the children, aged
four-and-a-half to eleven, will
start next ferm at Castle

Camps Primary Schoeol, and

wilt be accompanied by one of
the school’s iwe teachers, Mrs
‘Sue Stone.

Other children will go to
Linton Heights Junior School,
Balsham Primary School and
Linton Village Cellege. -

The head teacher, Mr
Laurence Barley, who bhas
been at the schopl for the past
two years, said he would be
geliting a job at ansther school
in the county. - b

Mr Barley said that there

Ryder, staif and pupils.

were scheols in the village as
far back a5 1609 and the
present beilding was well over
100-years-old.

Fought

“ft is the epd of an era for
education in Horseheath.
Whichever way yeu leok at it,
it is a very sad occasion be-
cause this typifies a pure
English country seiting. You
cannot get anything better for

CAMBRIDGE EVENING NEWS, Thursday, July 19, 1984

Ho;seheath school with head teacher Mr Laurence Barley, Canon Vivian

a child’s start in its educa-
tion,’” he said.

The village, he said, had
fought hard to prevent the
school closing, and had
produced some wonderful
reports showing why it should
stay open.

“Bot it came down to
finances znd the fact that there
are not enough children in the
aeighbourhood to support even
a small scheol,’” he said.

D5048424

Mr Barley said he was
pleased that the building was
to become a village hall.

“I am happy that the build-
ing will be used again in some
ways for the benefit of children
of the parish and the commu-
nity,” he said.

He added that the final
chapter in the school’s history
wonld be a service at the
church on Friday, conducted
by Canon Vivian Ryder, who is

chairman of the governoss.




HAVERHILL ECHO, Thursday, February 2, 1989
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L THE trip down Memory Lane this week stretches back a long way — nearby 70 years in
i~ fact as this oldie dates back to 1920, It was a picture taken at Horseheath village schoot,
# which no longer exists of course, and belongs to Mrs Alice Free of Streetly End, West
Wickham. ~, -~ - ' .. S S e s
# “They are {back row, from left):~ Mise Stinton, another teacher, Stanley Bradnam,
« untknown, Reg Hurrell, Bill Dockaerill, Teddy Cole, Walter Stowhow, Stanloy Colo, Foster
"Jacobs, Walter Dockeril! and Kath Cols (teacher). Second row (from lefi)- Florrio
. Hammond, Olive Hammond, Peggy Cole, Margery Bowers, Joy Bowers, Joyce Howard,
. Margery Stinton, Elsie Simpkin and Edie Hammond. Third row, Alan Dockerill, Violet
- Free, Jessie Dockerill, Brenda Dockerill, Dorothy Stowbow, Betty Stowbow, Emily
. Atherton, Florrie Atherton, unknown, Deborah Ling and Alice Dockerill. Front row, Jimmy

;J*Co!e, George Dockerill, Arlhur,lHammqnd, Alice Bradnam, unknown, Flora Free and
< Betty Mynott.” . - g . e
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